
Dec. 30, 2021

Dear H-F Parents & Guardians —

We hope you are having a wonderful, safe winter break and holiday season, and we know that you may have many
concerns and questions regarding the resumption of school next week, given the current increasing rates of
COVID-19 across the country. This letter will hopefully clarify our plan and offer you some reassurance that we are
striving to do the best for our families, staff and students.

Even though the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has issued new guidance shortening quarantines and isolation
periods, school districts — including ours — will continue to follow the current guidance from the Illinois
Department of Public Health and the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE). If we receive new guidance, we will
update our procedures. Please continue to utilize the H-F Student COVID flowchart when someone in your
household has a positive case, is a close contact or is experiencing suspected COVID symptoms. (The flowchart can
be found at the end of this letter.)

After consulting with ISBE, medical professionals and our feeder school districts, we will be planning to resume
in-person school at H-F High School on Tuesday, Jan. 4, and will follow the Viking Day (Periods 1-7)
schedule. Our staff will return one day prior — Monday, Jan. 3 — for an Institute Day.

To make the return to in-person learning as safe as possible, we ask that you please not send your student if they
are currently sick or not feeling well. Our Attendance Line can be reached at 708-799-3000 then pressing 2. Also, if
your student is having suspected COVID-19 symptoms OR if anyone in your house has / has had a positive
diagnosis of COVID-19 over winter break OR if your student has been in close contact with a positive case over
winter break, it is imperative that you complete our District 233 COVID-19 Reporting Form as soon as possible. Our
staff is prepared to contact you, contact trace and provide guidance and remote learning information, if necessary.
The form is available here. Please continue to use this reporting form throughout the upcoming semester.

WHAT WE ARE DOING
We have been fortunate to have great cooperation from our students, staff and parents, which has allowed us to
have a safe first semester. Out of a school community of approximately 3,300 people, last semester we had
relatively low reported case counts. We will be continuing our mitigation efforts into this next semester; these
include:

● Increasing staff. We have doubled our nursing staff to help service students and contact trace, and
have hired additional substitutes to cover classrooms as needed.

● Masking requirement. Everyone in our buildings is required to correctly wear a mask, except
when eating or drinking. The school has masks available at all entrances for students who need one.

● Cleaning and disinfecting has increased throughout the school.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/114fWz-EQRT3wNyYJKK68FlZ8b-7aCl4XFGPOIOMY0iA/edit
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/114fWz-EQRT3wNyYJKK68FlZ8b-7aCl4XFGPOIOMY0iA/edit


● Providing air purifiers. Every classroom and other office areas have been supplied with air
purifiers, and we have also optimized our HVAC and ventilation systems.

● Expanding our lunchroom space to keep kids further apart while unmasked as they eat and drink.
● Updating our COVID Dashboard daily, keeping you informed about case counts and quarantines.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
We know virus safety at our school only works with your cooperation and support. Although this list may be
redundant, we feel it is important to share once again as a reminder for this upcoming semester:

● Stay home when you are sick or not feeling well. Between Delta, Omicron, influenza, strep throat
and general colds, this remains the most important thing you can do to keep yourself and others
safe.

● Get your family vaccinated / boosted. Free, safe vaccines are widely available in our area for
everyone ages 5 and older. Boosters are recommended for everyone age 16 and older six months
after your last vaccine dose.  If you do contract the virus, if you are vaccinated and boosted your
chances of getting a severe illness that requires hospitalization is significantly decreased. While
another vaccine clinic is being planned at H-F in the near future, you can immediately find a vaccine
near you at this website.

● Be tested. Free, convenient SHIELD testing is offered weekly at H-F on Tuesdays for all staff
members and students who register. Results are returned in 24-48 hours. If you haven’t signed up
your student yet and wish to for this semester, click here for the registration form. SHIELD testing
offers great peace of mind for your family and will help detect asymptomatic illness. Forms can be
returned to ShieldForm@hf233.org.

● Wear a high-quality mask correctly. This should be all the time indoors when you are with people
outside of your own household, except when eating or drinking. The mask needs to cover both your
nose and mouth; reusable masks should be washed in hot water after being used.

● As always, wash your hands frequently & watch your distance.

Again, we would like to thank you for your support and cooperation. We are beyond grateful and fortunate to have a
community that understands the importance of education, while also understanding the importance of all doing
our part to keep each other as safe as possible during these difficult days. We know that many of you and your
families have been seriously impacted during these last two years, and that all of you have been dealing with
unimaginable stress and uncertainty. We encourage you to reach out for help if needed and know that our Guidance
Office has some of the best professionals available for your students. Click here for the Guidance staff directory. The
Illinois Department of Human Services also offers a free emotional support text line, Call4Calm: text “TALK” or
“HABLAR” to 552020.

Lastly, a reminder that this is, of course, a fluid situation. Should the situation change as far as orders from the state
of Illinois (IDPH, ISBE or the Governor’s Office) or our local public health agency (CCDPH), we will contact you
promptly. In the meantime, please have a safe, relaxing and hopeful new year; we look forward to seeing your
students next week!

Sincerely,

Dr. Von Mansfield, Superintendent Dr. Scott Wakeley, Superintendent-Elect

https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://www.vaccines.gov/
https://www.hfhighschool.org/assets/1/7/Shield_Consent_Form_-_Student_1.1_(1).pdf
mailto:ShieldForm@hf233.org
https://www.hfhighschool.org/directory/guidance/



